76. Before the draft resolution was adopted, the representative of the United
States of Anerica made a statenment; after it was adopted, statenents were made
by the representatives of Belarus, Japan and Australia.

1. Oinme nrevention and crimnal justice

| NTRCDUCTI CN

77. At its substantive session, the Council considered the question of crime
prevention and crimnal justice (agenda item5 (g)) at its 45th and 47th
nmeetings, on 23 and 24 July 1996. An account of the discussion is contained in
the rel evant summary records (E/1996/SR.45 and 47). It had before it the report
of the Commission on COine Prevention and Oininal Justice on its fifth session
(E/1996/30 and corr.1). 65/

ACTION TAKEN BY THE COUNCOL

78.  Under agenda item 5 (g), the Council adopted 12 resolutions and two
deci si ons.

Resol uti ons

1996/8.. Action asai nst corruption

The FEconomc and Social Council

Recommends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the following draft
resol ution:

The Ceneral Assenbly.

Concerned about the seriousness of problens posed by corruption, which nay
endanger the stability and security of societies, undermine the values of
denocracy and norality and jeopardize social, economc and politica
devel opnent,

Also concerned about the links between corruption and other forms of crine,
particularly organized crime and econonic crime, including nmoney |aundering,

Convinced that, since corruption is a phenonenon that currently crosses
national borders and affects all societies and econonies, international
cooperation to prevent and control it is essential,

Convinced of the need to provide, upon request, to developing countries and
countries with economies in transition, technical assistance designed to inprove
public management systens and enhance accountability and transparency,

Recalling the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, adopted by the
O ganization of Anerican States at the special conference held at Caracas from

27 to 29 March 1996,

65/ (Oficial Records of the Economc and Social Council, 1996, Supplement
No. 10 and corrigendum (E/ 1996/30 and Corr.1l).
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Recallins also its resolutions 45/121 of 14 pDecenber 1990 and 46/152 of
18 Decenmber 1991 and Economic and Social Council yesol utions 1992/22 of
30 July 1992, 1993/32 of 27 July 1993 and 1994/19 of 25 July 1994,

Recallins in particular its resolution 50/225 of 19 April 1996 on public
admnistration and devel opnent,

Recallins further Economc and Social Council resolution 1995/14 of
24 July 1995 on action against corruption,

Recalling the work carried out by other international and regional
organi zations in this field, including the activities of the Council of Europe,
the European Community, the Oganisation for FEcononic Cooperation and
Devel opment and the Organization of Anerican States,

1 Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on action against
corruption, 66/ submtted to the Commission on Cime Prevention and Cimnal
Justice at its fifth session;

2. Adopts the International Code of Conduct for Public COficials,
contai ned in the annex to the present resolution, and recomrends it to Menber
States as a tool to guide their efforts against corruption;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to distribute the Code of Conduct to
all States and to include it in the manual on practical neasures against
corruption, to be revised and expanded pursuant to Economc and Social Council
resolution 1995/14, with a view to offering both those tools to States in the
context of advisory services, training and other technical assistance

activities;

4, Also requests the Secretary-General to continue collecting information
and legislative and regulatory texts from States and relevant intergovernnental
organi zat i ons, in the context of his continuing study of the problem of
corruption;

5. Further requests the Secretary-General, in consultation wth States

and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, and in
cooperation wth the institutes conmprising the United Nations crime prevention
and crininal justice programme network, to elaborate an inplenentation plan and
submt it to the Conmssion on Oine Prevention and Oinmnal Justice at its
sixth session, in conjunction with the report to be submtted to the Conmmission
pursuant to Econom c and Social Council resolution 1995/14;

6. Urges States, relevant intergovernmental and  non-gover nnent al
organizations and the institutes conprising the Uiited Nations crime prevention
and crimnal justice programme network, to extend to the Secretary-General their
full support in elaborating the inplenentation plan and in inplenenting the
request contained in paragraph 4 above;

1. Urges Menber States carefully to consider the problens posed by the
international aspects of corrupt practices, especially as regards international
economc activities carried out by corporate entities, and to study appropriate
legislative and regulatory neasures to ensure the transparency and integrity of
financial systens and transactions carried out by such corporate entities;

66/ E/CN.15/1996/5.
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8. Requests the Secretary-General to intensify his efforts to closely
cooperate wth other entities of the lhited Nations system and other relevant
international organizations and to more effectively coordinate activities
undertaken in this area;

9. Aso requests the Secretary-General, subject to the availability of
sxtrabudgetary  resources, to provide increased advisory services and technical
assistance to requesting Mnber Sates, particularly in the elaboration of
nat i onal strategies, the elaboration or inprovenent of |legislative and
regulatory neasures and the establishment or strengthening of national
capacities to prevent and control corruption, as well as in training and
upgrading the skills of relevant personnel;

10. Glls upon Sates, relevant international organizations and financing
institutions to extend to the Secretary-General their full support and
assistance in the inplementation of the present resolution;

11. Recfuests the Gommission on Qine Prevention and Qimnal Justice to
keep the issue of action against corruption under regular review

45th plena neetin

23 Julv 1996
Annex
INTERNATTONAL GOE F QONDUCT FAR PUBLIC GFHAALS
. GEERAL PRNIPLES
1. A public office, as defined by national law is a position of trust,

inplying a duty to act in the public interest. Therefore, the ultinate loyalty
of public officials shall be to the public interests of their country as
expressed through the denocratic institutions of governnent.

2. Public officials shall ensure that they perform their duties and functions
efficiently and effectively, in accordance wth laws or admnistrative policies,
and wth integrity. They shall at all tines seek to ensure that public
resources for which they are responsible are adninistered in the most effective
and efficient nanner.

3. Public officials shall be attentive, fair and inpartial in the perfornance
of their functions and, in particular, in their relations wth the public. They
shall at no tine afford any undue preferential treatment to any group or
individual or inproperly discrimnate against any group or individual, or
otherw se abuse the power and authority vested in them

1. GNFLICTS G INTEREST AND O SQUALIH CATION

4, Public officials shall not use their official authority for the inproper
advancenent of their own or their famly's personal or financial interest. They
shall not engage in any transaction, acquire any position or function, or have
any financial, commercial or other conparable interest that is inconpatible wth
their office, functions and duties or the discharge thereof.



5. Public officials, to the extent required by the officials' position, shall
in accordance with laws or admnistrative policies, declare business, comrercial
and financial interests, or activities undertaken for financial gain that may
raise a possible conflict of interest. In situations of possible or perceived
conflict of interest between public officials' duties and private interests they
shall conply with the measures established to reduce or elimnate such conflict
of interest.

6. Public officials shall at no time inproperly use public noneys, property,
services, or information which is acquired in the performance of, or as a result
of, their official duties for activities not related to their official work.

7. Public officials shall comply wth neasures established by law or
admnistrative policies in order that after leaving their official positions
they will not take inproper advantage of their previous office.

1.  DISCLOSURE CF ASSETS

8. Public officials shall, in accord with the officials’ position, and as

permtted or required bylaw and adm nistrative policies, conply with
requirenents to declare or to disclose personal assets and liabilities, as well
as, if possible, those of their spouses and/or dependants.

V.  ACCEPTANCE OF G FTS CR OTHER FAVOURS

9, Public officials shall not solicit or receive directly or indirectly any
gift or other favours which may influence the exercise of their functions,
performance of their duties or their judgenent.

V. CONFI DENTI AL | NFORVATI ON

10.  Mtters of a confidential nature in the possession of public officials
shall be kept confidential unless national |egislation, the perfornmance of duty
or the needs of justice strictly require otherwise. Such restrictions shall

apply also after separation from service.

VI. PQLITICAL ACTIMTY
11. The political or other activity of public officials outside the scope of
their office shall, in accordance with laws and admnistrative policies, not be

such as to inmpair public confidence in the inpartial performance of their
functions and duties.

1996/9. United Nations declaration on crimeand public security

The Econonmic and Social Council

Recommends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the following draft
resol ution:
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